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WHAT @ DIFFERENCI

Lancer pride, respect for Longwood
surge as the university shines
in the international spotlight

BY MATTHEW McWILLIAMS

hen the first cameras went live the morning
of Oct. 4, Debate Day, it was still dark.
Behind CNN anchor John Berman, Wheeler
and Chichester halls were illuminated with
red, white and blue lights.
“And I'm John Berman, live in Farmville,
Virginia,” came the voice from the stage. “This is Longwood
University, where in a few short hours, it will host the one
and only Vice Presidential Debate.”

By sunrise, the crowd—
sparse for that 4 a.m.
broadcast—had swelled to
thousands as students, faculty
and staff, alumni and visitors
played games, registered to
vote, designed T-shirts and
showed Lancer spirit in the
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background shots of the four
cable networks set up to
broadcast live from campus.

Later that evening, Sen.
Tim Kaine and Gov. Mike
Pence met on stage in Willect
Hall, with more than 150 Longwood students watching in per-
son. President W. Taylor Reveley IV joined thousands more
who watched on a giant TV screen on Stubbs Mall.

It was the culmination of two years of work that began in a
Ruffner Hall classroom, where Reveley was teaching a class on

Sen.Tim Kaine (left) and Gov. Mike
Pence before the debate.

the American presidency. One day, a student asked if Longwood
might ever host a debate.

“It came together as we dreamed,” said Reveley, describing
how that simple question sparked his imagination and quickly
thereafter the determination of many others. “Longwood
stepped onto the national stage and shone when the lights
were brightest. Debate night was special, but more impressive
was the engagement of the student body over the last year and
the way our campus embraced the responsibility of hosting an

18 | LONGWOOD MAGAZINE

event like this. From the work done in the classroom to the
volunteers—some of whom arrived on campus at 2:30 a.m.
to work with morning news crews—I am so proud that we
showed Longwood’s true colors to the world.”

Both in and out of the classroom, Longwood faculty,
staff and students raised the bar for hosting a general election
debarte, showing what it really means to make the most of
the opportunity.

In the classroom, more than 30 courses that integrated debare
themes—from art to political science—served as de facto pilots
for a new general education curriculum thar will be focused on
engaged citizenship. Outside the classroom, nearly 700 students
volunteered to work the debate and were matched with roles that
complemented their studies—a testament to Longwood’s fa-
mously engaged students. Another 350 people swelled the volun-
teer ranks to more than 1,000.

Underscoring the civility of the Longwood campus commu-
nity and the intense preparation that went into the debate, even
in a politically charged election year and with thousands of visi-
tors on campus, there were no arrests or serious security issues,

All'in all, the experience was overwhelmingly positive for
Longwood—with many people, including journalists, declaring
the university the true winner of the debate.

Longwood will benefit from the significant jolt of name
recognition that comes with hosting a debate, bur the full im-
pact goes far beyond that. Among the thousands of news items
mentioning Longwood were numerous pieces in major interna-
tional outlets including the Washington Post, Wall Street Jovrnal,
The Atlantic and the New York Times that focused in depth on
Longwood, its efforts to draw strength from history and its mis-
sion of citizen leadership.

“When today’s students come back for their 25th reunion,
they will talk about the debate as a highlight of their time on
campus,” Reveley predicted. “They’ll point to the spots on cam-
pus where networks set up stages on Wheeler Mall, Beale Plaza
and Brock Commons. And I think, most of all, they will re-
member the immense pride they felt.”



DEBATE MAK

Joel Cruz "16

President W. Taylor Reveley IV's pre-debate comments to the audience inside the debate hall are viewed by thousands of journalists
watching in the Media Filing Center. Reveley said Longwood has ‘always believed that tonight is an opportunity our students will
cherish always, maybe even maore in time to come than they know now.’ The filing center was located in the Health and

Fitness Center, which was transformed to create a temporary workspace for journalists.
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0 Activities on campus during the
month-long run-up to the debate
included a student mock presidential
debate that pitted the College Democrats
against the College Republicans.

@ An audience of 650 packs Blackwell
Ballroom for a talk on literature and
citizenship by Pulitzer Prize-winning
critic Michael Dirda, of the Washington
Post Book World.

@The College of Business and Economics
hosted some of the top minds in cyber
security at a campus summit. Among the
panelists were Rodney Blevins, senior vice
president and CIO for Dominion Resources,
and Rhonda Vetere, the chief technology
officer for Estée Lauder Companies.

9 Board of Visitors member Eric Hansen
snaps a copy of a Ronald Reagan image
that was part of Citizens & Leaders:

A Century of Iconic Presidential Campaign
Photography by the Associated Press at
the Longwood Center for the Visual Arts.
The word-premiere exhibition was the
focus of a debate-day panel discussion
that drew an audience of more than 200.
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'In campaign photography, you're trying to find intimate
and unscripted moments, which are hard to find.

— DAVID GOLDMAN, ASSOCIATED PRESS PHOTOGRAPHER
A PANEL DIS SION ON PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN PHOTOJOURNALISM, OCTOBER 2016

20 | LONGWOOD MAGAZINE
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6 On campus for the Student Citizenship Summit, Kendasia Hensley (second from
left), a student at Prince Edward County High School, preserves a slice of history with
a selfie during a pre-debate tour of the Media Filing Center. Also from Prince Edward
are Azure Johnson (left), Tyshaunda Green (third from left), Jamaica Woodford and
Breanna Bailey-Lee. More than 600 students from area middle and high schools
attended the event,

@ Former PBS NewsHour host Jim Lehrer shares his experiences in moderating
12 presidential debates with students during a campus visit a few weeks before
the debate.




1,000+

udents, faculty, staff, alumni
and community members
worked as volunteers

0 Steve Robertson, director of marketing and fan engagement,
emcees the student ticket lottery drawing, where 100 students
waon seats in the debate hall.

@ Volunteer Emily Davis '20, an athletic training major from Gloucester,
is interviewed by the Associated Press about her role as a volunteer for the
Commission on Presidential Debates in the Media Filing Center.

@ Volunteer Kira Davis '19 (seated), a communication studies major from Newport News,
greets a member of the news media at the welcome desk in the Media Filing Center.

@ Malcolm Kelley and Tony Oller, otherwise known as MKTO, rev up a crowd of Longwood

students who turned out for the pre-debate concert. Also performing during debate festivities were
The Church Sisters, “The Voice” winne vier Colon and Second City: Improv All Stars.

22 | LONGWOOD MAGAZINE
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® Working with CNN were volunteers Kayla Moss ‘20 (left), a communication studies major f
Stafford; Megan Garrett 17, a political science and business major from Farmville; Ally Wernei
a communication studies major from Morris Plains, New Jersey; and Jhonni Phillips 17,

a political science major from Annapolis, Maryland.

@ In the hours-long sound and lighting check on the debate set Oct. 3, Barrett Nicks "17 (left),
an integrated environmental sciences major from Yorktown, stands in for Sen. Tim Kaine;

Lily Black '18 (back to camera), a business administration major from Gloucester County,
substitutes for moderator Elaine Quijano; and Joey Siverd "15, a master's student in
counselor education from South Hill, plays Gov. Mike Pence. The students had to keep

up a steady stream of simulated debate questions and answers, enabling the technicians

to ensure everything would be seen and heard during the actual event.

FALL 20




0 Four major television networks—Bloomberg, CNN, Fox News and
MSNBC —set up elaborate stages throughout the Longwood campus,
broadcasting before, during and after the debate, and giving students,
faculty, staff and visitors the opportunity get in front of the cameras.
The CNN stage, seen here, was set up on Wheeler Mall.

gThe Longwood cheerleaders, dance team and field hockey team
mixed it up with members of the ‘Fox & Friends’ cast in the early
maorning hours of debate day. The Fox News stage was located

on Brock Commons in front of Lankford Student Union.

@ ‘Fox & Friends’ host Ainsley Earhardt and former Sen. Scott Brown,
a Fox contributor, snap a selfie with Hannah Prem 19, a business
major from Baltimore, during a commercial break on the debate day
broadcast. Prem organized the Lancer Lunatics and other groups to
hold an early Tuesday morning party outside Fox’'s stage.

@ CNN host Carol Costello interviews President Reveley live from
the network’s campus set on Wheeler Mall. Costello complimented
Reveley on giving his seat in the debate hall to a student. ‘| really do
hope what students take away is 90 minutes of a real exchange of
ideas, a real measure of civility, some real substance, he said.

6 President Reveley joins MSNBC host Joy Reid and students
William Bartle 18 (left), a political science major from Charles City,
and Michael Carpenter ‘18, a political science major from Yorktown, on
the MSNBC stage overlooking Beale Plaza. Asked whether Longwood
students are excited about participating in the election, Reveley said
students on campus are ‘paying rapt attention.’
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@ MSNBC's Craig Melvin scored a rare one-on-one interview with Elwood—
who maintained his characteristic silence and answered with hoof gestures.




150+

Longwood students
were in the audience
inside Willett Hall

o In preparation for its starring role as the
debate hall, Willett Hall received a facelift as
well as special lighting and oversized banners
designed to play to the cameras. Members of
the media were aiming those cameras from
72 standup locations contained in three
multilevel structures built on the lawn

facing the building'’s entrance.
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@ Among the students in the debate hall were
Madisan Bird 19 {left), a nursing major from
Richmond; Allyson Stone '18, a communication
studies major from Chesapeake; and Laurie
Shapiro "17, a liberal studies major from McLean.
Including volunteers and ticket winners, more
than 150 Longwood students witnessed the
debate in person from inside Willett Hall,
accounting for about half of the audience,
which also included guests of the campaigns
and the Commission on Presidential Debates.

Vi

@Wil\ie Miles 16 (left), a master’s student in
education from New Kent, and Praise Nyambiya 19,
a biology major from Frederick, Maryland, were
among the lucky students to hear their names
called for debate tickets during the lottery

drawing on Sunday night before the MKTO

concert on Stubbs Mall.

@& Ryan Korsgard

® Mike Kropf 14

@The debate hall is electric with excitement as ticketed students
and guests pose for photos and find their seats.

6 Malik Long 18, a business major from Portsmouth, poses with the

Rev. Jesse Jackson before the debate begins. Long, who worked as a debate
hall usher and in the Media Filing Center, was one of nearly 700 students
who volunteered to help with debate activities.

@ An enormous production area at the rear of the hall beamed out the

debate feed to nearly 40 million homes in the United States and many
millions more around the globe.

26 | LONGWOOD MAGAZINE
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"The Commission on Presidential Debates believes deeply in the connection between

education and democracy [and that] holding these debates on college campuses
teaches the habits of democracy.

— PRESIDENT W. TAYLOR REVELEY IV

PRE-DEBATE COMMENTS FROM INSIDE THE HALL, OCT. 4, 2016

FALL 2016




40 MILLION+

viewers in this country and around the world
tuned in to the Vice Presidential Debate
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0 Members of the Longwood and Farmville communities gather
on Stubbs Mall to watch the debate on the Jumbotron installed
for the occasion.

@ The debate captures the attention of Samuel McClain "17 (left),
a biology major from Newport News, and Cameron Potter "19,

a theatre major from New Kent, a debate volunteer who worked
as a gate monitor for the Stubbs Mall watch party.

@ After giving his seat in the debate hall to a student,
President Reveley joins the outdoor watch party.

28 | LO




e 'S L
g.ut..""

3

2,500~

members of the medi
including 400 from
other countries,
traveled to Farmville
to cover the debate

@Thousands of journalists representing p
online, radio and television media outlets v
the debate from inside the Media Filing Cer
preparing to quickly file their stories.

L]
b B Gov. Terry McAuliffe addresses Longwor
donaors, alumni and friends who enjoyed de
day in Blackwell Ballroom, telling them, “Yo
it. Thank you. You made Virginia proud toda

@ Joel Cruz "16

@ Guests view the debate in Blackwell Ballroom, where a capacity
crowd gathered to spend the day.

@

0 Danielle Houston Karst ‘05 (left) and Matt Karst "99 (second from left)
were among the 150 alumni and friends of the university who planned
to host debate watch parties. Joining them at their home in Burke were
friends and fellow alums Carey Seery ‘39, Meghan Fox McPherson '04
and Lorie Spears ‘01, who enjoyed the debate, the debate-themed
supplies provided by Longwood and the chance to reminisce

about their college days.

Courtesy of Danielle HoustogrKarst

FALL 20
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‘Longwood University starred in the vice presidential debate
it sponsored. The coverage appeared almost universally
favorable. The campus looked lovely. It also presented
numerous opportunities for students and the greater
community to participate in the proceedings. The entire
school and its neighbors became involved. ...

Longwood University won our vote.’

— RICHMONDTIMES-DISPATCH, oCTOBER 2016

30 | LONGWOOD MAGAZINE

Above: Spin Alley —where campaign surr
offered journalists their takes on what Pei
Kaine said on stage—was packed with so
the best-known journalists and public figt
the country. Spin Alley was located in the
and Fitness Center.
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Debate-themed
classes focus on
democracy at work

Kelly Nelson’s printmaking students
are studying the role of letterpress printing in
political art and propaganda, while Spanish and
French classes taught by Dr. Lily Goetz and

Dr. Heather Edwards are examining foreign
language in the broader political discussion.

These are just two examples of the more than
30 debate-themed courses offered this fall—
each focusing students on the democratic process
at work. The courses span 15 disciplines, some
with an unusual take on the topic, and many will
serve as de facto pilots for a bold new general
education curriculum focused on citizenship that
will roll out at Longwood over the next few years.

At no other debate host institution have faculey
members gone so far to incorporate the debate
into the student academic experience.

“The faculty have risen to the challenge and
put their minds to work on exploring the themes
of democracy, citizenship and elections from every
conceivable angle,” said Dr. Pam Tracy, associate
professor of communication studies and director
of the Center for Faculty Enrichment, who
coordinated the new course offerings with
Dr. Derek Taylor, professor of English and

director of the Committee on General Education.
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is what you'd have to spend

on advertising to equal the amount
of debate-related news coverage
of Longwood

The $81 million estimate of what is commonly referred

to as “earned media” was derived using a formula similar
to those employed by previous host sites, including Centre
College, host of the 2012 Vice Presidential Debate.

The formula calculares the value of the tens of thousands
of high-level print articles, television reports and online
stories focusing on or mentioning Longwood, including
the almost priceless value of a day’s worth of live program-
ming from campus by all three major cable networks.
Longwood topped many of the previous debate hosts—
not only in the number of quality stories written bur also
in the number of networks that set up stages on campus—
giving Longwood a significantly higher earned media
figure than previous Vice Presidential Debate hosts.
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Above: Autumn Childress “18 (left) and Tia Dillahunt
18 serve as stand-ins on the CNN set built on cam-
pus. Childress, of Midlothian, and Dillahunt, of Lees-
burg, both communication studies majors, were
covering debate activity as part of the debate-related
classes they are taking this fall.

Left: These photos of Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump
were taken by students in Professor Mike Mergen’s
Art 495: On The Campaign Trail, perhaps the most
distinctive of this fall’s debate-related offerings.

The 11 photography students in the class traveled

to the first Presidential Debate and to Trump, Clinton
and Obama rallies, among other activities, employing
their photojournalistic skills to interpret the political
process through the lenses of their cameras. ‘Having
media credentials felt kind of surreal. It was like we
were actually part of the press for a big company.

I never expected this kind of opportunity from

a college class, said Brandyn Johnson '18, an

art major from Newport News.

FALL 2016
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Doug Lederman
Inside Higher Ed
Biographical Information

December 2016
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Doug Lederman is one of the three founders of Inside Higher Ed. With Scott Jaschik, he leads
the site's editorial operations, overseeing news content, opinion pieces, career advice, blogs and
other features. Doug speaks widely about higher education, including on C-Span and National
Public Radio and at meetings around the country, and his work has appeared in The New York
Times and USA Today, among other publications. Doug was managing editor of The Chronicle
of Higher Education from 1999 to 2003. Before that, Doug had worked at The Chronicle since
1986 in a variety of roles, first as an athletics reporter and editor. He has won three National
Awards for Education Reporting from the Education Writers Association, including one in 2009
for a series of Inside Higher Ed articles he co-wrote on college rankings. He began his career as
a news clerk at The New York Times. He grew up in Shaker Heights, Ohio, and graduated in
1984 from Princeton University. Doug lives with his family in Bethesda, Md.



