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LONGWOOD UNIVERSITY
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION AWARDS

The alumni awards program is a reflection on the history of Longwood University, as well as a singular trib-
ute to the accomplishments of the honorees. It presents an opportunity to promote our heritage by honor-
ing our historic roots.

WILLIAM HENRY RUFFNER
ALUMNI AWARD

The Ruffner Award is the highest and most prestigious award bestowed by the Alumni Association. It is pre-
sented to a Longwood graduate who has achieved outstanding success and national distinction in her or his
personal life-- the embodiment of citizen leadership.

THOMAS JEFFERSON
PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENT ALUMNI AWARD

The Jefferson Award recognizes alumni who have distinguished themselves as significant contributors to
their professions, who stand above their peers, and who are recognized within their professions as leaders
and role models for future generations of citizen leaders.

JABEZ LAMAR MONROE CURRY
HUMANITARIAN ALUMNI AWARD

The Curry Award honors alumni who, through their outstanding involvement and commitment, have
enriched the lives of others and improved the welfare of their communities. The award recognizes personal
achievements and the humanitarian ideals that reflect a selfless dedication to service for the good of others.

HORACE MANN
HONORARY ALUMNI AWARD

The Horace Mann Honorary Alumni Award is presented to individuals, who are not alumni, but have how-
ever, given extraordinary service to Longwood University and who, through their deeds and actions, reflect
the values of a true citizen leader.

PAGE COOK AXSON MCGAUGHY
LIFETIME LOYALTY AWARD

The Lifetime Loyalty Award is awarded periodically to honor alumni volunteer service to the university
through active participation in alumni or university affairs, faithful and continued support in expanding
the influence and prestige of Longwood University, and the consecutive inclusion of Longwood in their
philanthropic giving.

NANCY B. SHELTON
SPIRITED CONTRIBUTOR AWARD

The Spirited Contributor Award honors an alumnus or alumna currently serving as a faculty or staff mem-
ber at Longwood University. This award recognizes excellence in service that exemplifies the University’s
values of honesty, equality, and citizen leadership. The recipient displays a high degree of professionalism,
is a dedicated teammate that fosters collaboration and cooperation among colleagues, and goes above and
beyond job responsibilities to selflessly serve their Alma Mater.



2017 honorees
Shirley Grant

Ruffner Alumni Award
The 2017 Ruffner Award is presented to Shirley Grant, Class of 1973. Grant has dedicated the past forty
years of her career to ensuring the safety of our country and our allies abroad, working tirelessly for the
United States Department of Defense. Helping to develop the software for our missile launching systems,
Grant began her career as a computer programmer, one of the few women working in the field during that
time. As her civilian work has proven, Mrs. Shirley Grant truly embodies the ideals of citizen leadership:
selflessness, strength, and dedication.  

Cheryl Andrews
Jefferson Professional Achievement Alumni Award

The 2017 Jefferson Award is presented to Cheryl Andrews, Class of 1970. Andrews, a former advertising
copywriter for Thalhimers in Richmond, Virginia, used the money she made from writing and editing to
put herself through school. After a brief career teaching English, Andrews packed her bags and moved to
Miami in 1977. Just ten years later, Andrews founded and still serves as President and CEO of Cheryl
Andrews Marketing Communications. Mrs. Cheryl Andrews has built quite the professional career and rep-
resents everything a citizen leader can become through hard work and determination.

Dr. Mayling Simpson
Curry Humanitarian Alumni Award

The 2017 Curry Award is presented to Dr. Mayling Simpson, Class of 1968. Once planning to become a
biology teacher, Simpson experienced a trip abroad that altered her perspective on living in the United
States. After receiving her Master’s and Ph.D., Simpson lived in eight different countries on three conti-
nents, and worked to advance the health and developmental needs of underdeveloped nations around the
world. Through her unparalleled dedication abroad, Dr. Mayling Simpson represents the work of a true cit-
izen leader-- putting others before one’s self. 

Dr. Anthony Muñoz
Horace Mann Honorary Alumni Award

The 2017 Horace Mann Award is presented to Dr. Anthony Muñoz. Arriving in 1961, Muñoz had not
planned to stay in Farmville long but fell in love with Longwood. Since then, Muñoz has served on the
Longwood Foundation Board and maintained his private practice in town, also serving as the first medical
director of the Heart of Virginia Free Clinic. During his early career, Muñoz placed a large emphasis on
social justice and was a vocal advocate for his patients and the local community. Dr. Anthony Muñoz
remains a close friend to the University.

Dr. Helen Warriner-Burke
Lifetime Loyalty Award

The 2017 Lifetime Loyalty Award is presented to Dr. Helen Warriner- Burke, Class of 1956. Warriner-
Burke, an accomplished educator began her career as a high-school Spanish teacher in Richmond first and
then Newport News before becoming the Supervisor for Foreign Languages for the Virginia Department of
Education. Since her graduation, Warriner- Burke has served on the Longwood Alumni Association,
Foundation Board, and the Hull Springs Farm strategic planning task force and currently serves as the chair
of the Longwood Center for the Visual Arts board. Dr. Helen Warriner-Burke’s loyal service and dedication
has transcended generations, influencing Longwood’s past, present, and future.

Larry Robertson
Spirited Contributor Award

The 2017 Spirited Contributor Award is presented to Larry Robertson, Class of 1990. Originally planning
to enter the classroom as a history teacher, it was a handful of professionals at Longwood that recognized
Robertson’s passion and encouraged him to enter the field he has now worked in for almost three decades.
Serving as a Residence Education Coordinator in Curry Hall, Director of Residential and Commuter Life,
and currently as Dean of Students, Robertson has changed the lives of the students and professionals who
have been lucky enough to work under his leadership. Mr. Larry Robertson’s unwavering spirit and steadfast
dedication to his alma mater represents one’s ability to connect the traditions and community atmosphere
of Longwood to the impact we can have on others.



PROGRAM
Friday,  March 24,  2017

Lee Grand Dining Room, Dorr i l l  Dining Hal l

RECEPTION

WELCOME

Dr. Kendall Lee ‘01, President of the Longwood Alumni Association and Alumni Board

DINNER

AWARD RECEPTION

Dante Ricci ‘92, Chair of the Alumni Awards Committee

Announcement of Spirited Contributor Award by Rohsaan Settle ‘95
Presentation of Award to Larry Robertson ‘90

Response by Mr. Robertson

Announcement of McGaughy Lifetime Loyalty Award by Dr. Lily Goetz
Presentation of Award to Dr. Helen Warriner-Burke ‘56

Response by Dr. Warriner-Burke

Announcement of Horace Mann Honorary Alumni Award by Dr. Ken Perkins
Presentation of Award to Dr. Anthony Muñoz

Response by Dr. Muñoz

Announcement of Curry Humanitarian Alumni Award by Chala Tolessa
Presentation of Award to Dr. Mayling Simpson ‘68

Response by Dr. Simpson

Announcement of Jefferson Professional Achievement Alumni Award by Paula Jasinski 
Presentation of Award to Cheryl Andrews ‘70

Response by Mrs. Andrews

Announcement of Ruffner Alumni Award by Julie Caldwell
Presentation of Award to Shirley Grant ‘73

Response by Mrs. Grant

CLOSING REMARKS

President W. Taylor Reveley IV, President of Longwood University












